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St Mary’s Mission Statement & Activities – updated Summer 2018 

 
St Mary's Church Thorpe is an Anglo-Catholic tradition Church, part of the Diocese of 
Guildford in the Church of England and wider Anglican Communion. At St Mary’s we are 
committed to a warm welcome for all. We are an inclusive church and we know that we all 
come to Jesus as unique individuals with complicated lives and all on a pilgrimage of faith. In 
God’s presence we are transformed into the people He is calling us to be and that is so 
exciting; indeed liberating! All are loved and welcomed to be a part of the family of faith here in 
Thorpe and we hope to taste the kingdom promised on earth, just as it is in heaven.  
 
Central to our worship is the Eucharist - Mass - Holy Communion, where Jesus is present 
among us in the broken bread, the Holy Sacrament of the altar. We are committed to support 
the needs of Thorpe community and parish and we have our own Church Aided Primary 
School and provide foundation governors to represent St Mary's in the life and education of 
local children. Our School values are Faith, Love and Excellence.  
 
Our church is governed by Thorpe Parochial Church Council (PCC) which is elected annually 
at our Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) by members of our Church Electoral Roll in 
accordance with the church representation rules. We prepare a full report and audited 
accounts annually, with updates at each PCC meeting, minutes of which are on display in the 
Link. Our church is not subsidised in any way. We raise all our costs including clergy, staff, 
and the maintenance of our historic building from the congregation and community. 
 
We have the duty and care of our medieval Church Building which is grade 2* and of national 
significance, being the church present at the sealing of the Magna Carta at Runnymede, just 
down the road 800 years ago. In celebration of this 4 additional bells were added to our Tudor 
brick Tower in 2015. Our buildings are available for community use beyond regular worship 
including choirs and concerts, Relate counselling services, Youth educational support and 
counselling, toddler and pre-school groups, Thorpe Ward Residents Association meetings, 
Thorpe Neighbourhood Forum meetings, Police community engagement meetings, Thorpe Art 
Club, and TASIS School examinations. The Hall known as the Rutherwyke Room is also hired 
for children’s parties and used by the Church community for Elderly and charity lunch clubs 
and courses, as well as Sunday service provision for children and young people. The Hythe 
Singers, TASIS School, Thorpe Primary School and Thorpe Players have all used the church 
building for concerts, services, and events.  
 
The Arts Society have produced a guided tour of the church for children, known as a church 
trail, and the church building is regularly open for tourist visitors.  

St Mary’s Church, Thorpe 
Church Approach, Egham, Surrey, TW20 8TQ 

Vicar: The Revd. Damian Stewart Miles, BTh 
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