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WHY CHURCH? 

As Christians we believe the full purpose of our lives is to praise God - worship. As we do 
so we begin to recognise more and more that everything comes from God and feel even 
more thankful and full of praise. Church is primarily about gathering for worship. Why?  
 
You need the Church & the Church needs you! 
You cannot be a Christian on your own. To be a Christian means to have a special 
relationship with God and with other people too. That relationship must be living and 
growing. So, you need to be part of the Church if you are to grow as a Christian.  
 
‘All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, 
as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their 
food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the 
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.’ 
(Acts 2.44-47) 
 
Pictures of the Church 
The early Church had no church buildings.  
The Church for them was a collection of people,  
not a place of worship. You did not just ‘go’ to  
church, rather you belonged to the Church and you were the Church, meeting in people’s 
homes and sharing worship and breaking the bread as we still do. The early Christians 
developed different images to describe this new community in relationship.  
 
The Church in relationship with God 
The Greek word for Church is Ecclesia (Greek: ἐκκλησία ekklēsia) which means ‘those 
who are called out’. Therefore, the Church consists of people who are called out by God 
into a new community, His new Kingdom on earth, as it is in heaven. The Bible uses the 
picture of the Church as the Bride of Christ, to emphasize God’s great love for the Church. 
 
The Church in relation to herself 
Christians are called to love one another – this is a direct command of Jesus to his 
disciples at the Last Supper, the night before he was crucified. ‘Jesus said, “This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”’ (John 15.12). 
 
Together we form the body of Christ, joined to one another like parts of a body and 
working together with our different gifts for the common good. The word ‘member’ 
originally meant ‘limb’. For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit 
we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all 
made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.  
(1 Corinthians 12. 12-14)  
 
The Church in relation to the world 
Christians are called together to be a light to the world. In the power of  
the Spirit we are sent out to witness to God’s love in our actions and our  
words: not to withdraw by ourselves but, like salt, to be mixed in with the  
whole of human society. ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a  
hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel  
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.’  

(Matthew 5.14-15).  
 



The Church in relation to time 
Christians live in this world now as pilgrims travelling home. This journey of life that we are 
all on is beset with danger and difficulty. We need God’s grace and we need each other – 
the Church! One day we will reach our heavenly home and God’s love will renew the earth. 
 
‘Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the desires of the flesh that wage 
war against the soul.’ (1 Peter 2.11). 
 
In the Creed we say we believe in the ‘One, holy, catholic and apostolic Church’. The word 
‘catholic’ means ‘universal’. The word ‘apostolic’ refers to a Church built on the foundations 
of the apostles of Jesus and ‘sent’ by God with a message of love to the world. 
 
Belonging to the Church 
There are four different ways in which we belong to the Church.  
Each one of them is important. 

1. The Universal Church – world-wide – holy, catholic and apostolic 
The whole company of Christian believers all around the world and all through time. 
We are part of that great fellowship of Christians. We are being watched, prayed for 
and cheered on by a great cloud of witnesses who have gone before us: ‘Since we 
are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight 
and the sin that clings so closely and let us run with perseverance the race that is 
set before us’ (Hebrews 12.1). We have brothers and sisters in Christ all over the 
world today and we are one body. This is what Paul says: ‘We, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.’ (Romans 
12.5) 

2. The Denomination – Anglican Communion / Church of England 
We are also members of a denomination. Within the universal Church we are 
Anglicans or Methodists, Baptists, Roman Catholics, Pentecostals, Free and 
Reformed Churches or part of another church known as a denomination. Most 
denominations believe the same fundamentals of faith but differ in the interpretation 
of some things. The denomination gives the Christian a wider sense of belonging, it 
lays the ground rules of belief and practice, worship, ministry and authority, but it is 
not enough on its own. The Church of England covers every square metre of 
England, divided up into Diocese and parishes. We are part of the Diocese of 
Guildford. A group of parishes in a set area is known as a Deanery, in our case 
Runnymede.   

3. The Congregation of the local Church – St Mary’s Church, Thorpe - Parish 
We need to be committed members of a local church, which is our spiritual root 
from which we can grow deeper in faith. Our church community is our Christian 
family. It is where we worship every week and as often as we can. It is where we 
learn, where we care, where we move on in ministry, where we give our support 
financially. Belonging means being there on Sundays (or an alternative weekly 
service when we can’t make Sunday worship), giving generously and receiving 
God’s love and blessing. 
St Mary’s Church is the gathering of Christians in Thorpe and from further afield and 
is known as the ‘Parish Church’ because it sits at the heart of an area designated 
as Thorpe ecclesiastical parish. This is an area recognised in law as being under 
the pastoral care of the Church and an Incumbent – our Vicar. 

4. A Small Group, Cell, Prayer Group 
Some church congregations can be very large, and relationships feel superficial. 
The quality of Christian life described in Acts 2 can often best be realized in a small 
group. There are different ways to do this in different churches. The important thing 
is to have a place where people can carry on growing, sharing and giving in a 
personal way. We recognise at St Mary’s that we find small groups a challenge and 
this is one area our PCC would like to develop further.  



Growing closer to God 
Growing as a Christian is about coming to love God and coming to realise more and 
more deeply how much God loves you. Just pause to reflect for a moment: 

❖ Are there any people you realise you need to forgive? 
❖ How will you go about that? 
❖ How easy do you find it to believe that God loves you? 

Part of our growing closer to God is our commitment to regular worship, and offering our 
skills, abilities and time to help the local church to go about the day-to-day tasks that keep 
us ministering and loving. You have a part to play at St Mary’s! 
 
St Mary’s Church, Parish of Thorpe – an Inclusive Church 
As an Inclusive Church, Thorpe Parochial Church Council has agreed a statement of belief 
and values which speak of God’s love for all: 
“We believe in inclusive church – a church which celebrates and affirms every person and 
does not discriminate. We will continue to challenge the church where it continues to 
discriminate against people on grounds of disability, economic power, ethnicity, gender, 
gender identity, learning disability, mental health, neurodiversity, or sexuality. We believe 
in a Church which welcomes and serves all people in the name of Jesus Christ; which is 
scripturally faithful; which seeks to proclaim the Gospel afresh for each generation; and 
which, in the power of the Holy Spirit, allows all people to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Jesus Christ.” 
 
You can read much more about our local church family at our website: 
www.stmaryschurchthorpe.co.uk and our Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/StMarysChurchThorpe 
 
First principles of Christian stewardship 
Giving of ourselves to others and God includes our commitment of time and financial 
support. Christians believe that all we have comes from God, who calls us to be good 
stewards of what we have been given. God is concerned not simply with what we give but 
how we approach all we have. According to Genesis 1 and 2, our stewardship extends to 
caring for the whole world: 

 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour and the majesty; 
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things come from you, 

and of your own do we give you. 
 

Supporting St Mary’s Church – giving & stewardship 
God has given so much to us and asks us to be as generous in return. As well as the gift 
of our time to support the family of faith, the New Testament suggests we give financially 
in proportion to our income, in a regular and disciplined way, in a way that is realistic to the 
need of the church community, in secret and willingly with joy. God is more concerned 
about how we give than about how much. 
 
Traditionally, tithing 10% of income was the Old Testament standard of giving. Today the 
Church of England encourages families to consider a half tithe which is 5% of gross 
income. For some, even giving half a tithe will be something to work towards or even too 
much. For others it will be just a beginning, but what matters is our heart intention and our 
desire to contribute towards the ministry, mission and community of Thorpe and every little 
bit helps. One very good way of supporting the St Mary’s is to set-up a monthly standing 
order because this enables the church community to plan expenditure and balance the 
budget. But don’t feel pressured. Pray about your giving and talk it over with your family 
and one of the clergy or church leadership. God is patient with us in this area (as in every 
other too). If the rest of your family are not Christians that will clearly affect your own giving 
and ability to give freely. And don’t forget that if you pay income tax you may be able to 
gift-aid any donations you make to St Mary’s Church and that really helps too. 
 

http://www.stmaryschurchthorpe.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/StMarysChurchThorpe


The Parish of Thorpe and St Mary’s Church is part of a much wider connection of local and 
national parishes. You can find out much more about each level of governance using 
these links:  
 

Runnymede Deanery www.runnymededeanery.org.uk 
 

The Diocese of Guildford www.cofeguildford.org.uk 
 

The Church of England www.churchofengland.org 
 
The Anglican Communion 
Anglican Church (Ecclesia Anglicana) means "English Church.” The communion was in a 
large part born out of the British Empire. The Anglican communion consists of: 

❖ 80 million worshippers / people worldwide 
❖ It is the third largest Church / denomination in the world 
❖ A communion of national and geographical autonomous churches. 

 
The Anglican Five Marks of Mission – what we are about as Church 
The mission of St Mary’s Church Thorpe is the mission of Christ Jesus: 
 

❖ To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 
❖ To teach, baptise and nurture new believers 
❖ To respond to human need by loving service 
❖ To transform unjust structures of society 
❖ To challenge violence of every kind and pursue peace and reconciliation 
❖ To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the 

earth. 
 
The Primary task of Church is Worship 
The Christian view of humankind is that human 
beings were created to know God and live in a 
right relationship with the creator God of love 
and fellowship. True perspective and purpose in 
our lives is found in the praise and appreciation 
of God and in our relationship with God, 
mirrored then in our relationships within and 
beyond the Church. 
 
Because of God’s grace in Jesus Christ, we can 
call God ‘Father’ and we are drawn into a 
relationship with our brothers and sisters in Christ – The Church. At Church we are called 
to align ourselves with God’s will for a better world. We begin to see that everything we 
have comes from God. And by God’s grace at work in and through us, we place ourselves 
daily within his love, care and protection. The worship and praise of God gives us scale 
and orientation and direction for the whole of the rest of our lives. Praise and appreciation 
opens out our words and then our hearts and minds – and especially the praise and 
worship of God. For Christians, offering praise to God is a daily calling. We are called to 
worship not only with our lips but in our lives. Therefore we must gather regularly, which 
means at least weekly as Church and daily as we go about life, living out our faith. How 
exciting that is!   

Psalm 100.1-3 
O be joyful in the Lord, all the earth; serve the Lord with gladness 

and come before his presence with a song. Know that the Lord is God; 
it is he that has made us and we are his; we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and bless his name. 

The fundamental business of life is 
worship. At the root of all your being, 

your intellectual studies, the games you 
play, whatever it is, the impulse to do 

them well is and ought to be understood 
as being an impulse towards God, the 
source of all that is excellent. All life 

ought to be worship; and we know quite 
well there is no chance it will be worship 

unless we have times when we have 
worship and nothing else. 

 

Archbishop William Temple (1881–1944) 
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