
 St Mary’s Church, Thorpe 
  
 

 
 

COMPLINE 
 

The Order of Service for Night Prayer 
EASTERTIDE 

 
The ancient office of Compline derives its name from a Latin word 

meaning completion. It is above all a service of quietness and 
reflection before rest at the end of the day.  

(On some occasions Compline may be followed by  
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament). 

 

During the Coronavirus Pandemic we gather for Compline in the 
Nave of St Mary’s Church. Do not sit in the choir stalls.  

 

Please place the post-it note onto the top of the chair you choose 
to sit on.  

 

Please always keep 6ft/2meters apart from other family groups / 
individuals and maintain social distancing.  

 
Thank you for your help in keeping everyone safe. 



 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

PREPARATION      STAND. 
 The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.  
All Amen. 
 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord 
All who made heaven and earth. 
 

A period of silence for reflection on the past day follows.  
 

All Most merciful God, we confess to you, 
 before the whole company of heaven and one another,  
 that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed  
 and in what we have failed to do. 
 Forgive us our sins, heal us by your Spirit 
 and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen. 
 

 O God, make speed to save us. 
All O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

 Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
 as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. 
 Amen. 
 

(HYMN) see hymn board for details        Please SIT. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD  Psalmody  Psalm 104 v1, 21-33 
 
All I will sing to the Lord as long as I live. 
 
1 Bless the Lord, O my soul. ♦ 

O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness! 
 
21 You appointed the moon to mark the seasons, ♦ 

and the sun knows the time for its setting. 
 
22 You make darkness that it may be night, ♦ 

in which all the beasts of the forest creep forth. 
 
23 The lions roar for their prey ♦ 

and seek their food from God. 
 
24 The sun rises and they are gone ♦ 

to lay themselves down in their dens. 
 
25 People go forth to their work ♦ 

and to their labour until the evening.  



26 O Lord, how manifold are your works! ♦ 
In wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures. 

 
27 There is the sea, spread far and wide, ♦ 

and there move creatures beyond number, both small and great. 
 
28 There go the ships, and there is that Leviathan ♦ 

which you have made to play in the deep. 
 
29 All of these look to you ♦ 

to give them their food in due season. 
 
30 When you give it them, they gather it; ♦ 

you open your hand and they are filled with good. 
 
31 When you hide your face they are troubled; ♦ 

when you take away their breath, 
they die and return again to the dust. 

 
32 When you send forth your spirit, they are created, ♦ 

and you renew the face of the earth. 
 
33 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; ♦ 

may the Lord rejoice in his works;  
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; ♦ 
 as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. 
 Amen. 

 
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING A special reading for a Festival or: 
 

The servants of the Lamb shall see the face of God, whose name will be 
on their foreheads. There will be no more night: they will not need the 
light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for God will be their light, and they 
will reign for ever and ever. 

Revelation 22.4,5  

A period of silence for reflection is kept. 

 
HOMILY A short reflection for the day may be offered here. 
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RESPONSORY 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.  

Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth. 
All I commend my spirit. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
All Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
 Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 Keep me as the apple of your eye. 
All Hide me under the shadow of your wings. 

 
THE NUNC DIMITTIS    The Song of Simeon  Please STAND. 
 

All Alleluia. The Lord is risen, alleluia, 
as he promised to you. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

1 Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: ♦    
your word has been fulfilled. 

 

2 My own eyes have seen the salvation ♦ 
 which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 
 

3 A light to reveal you to the nations ♦ 
 and the glory of your people Israel. 
  

 All Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; ♦ 
 as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever.  
 Amen.  
 

All Alleluia. The Lord is risen, alleluia, 
as he promised to you. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

         Please SIT. 
 

PRAYERS Intercessions and thanksgivings are offered. 
 

 Lord, in your mercy 
All Hear our prayer.    or 
  
 Lord, hear us 
All Lord, graciously hear us. 
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A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus: 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious,  
be with those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought 
low; that we may find comfort  
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.    (or) 
 

The prayer of the Blessed Virgin Mary, our Patron: 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  
Blessed art thou among women,  
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now,  
and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 Rejoicing in God’s new creation, let us pray with confidence  

as our Risen Lord has taught us.  
All Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  
 thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  
  
THE COLLECT The Collect for the Sunday or one of these is said: 
 

Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of 
your Son overcame the old order of sin and death to make all 
things new in him: 
grant that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 
may reign with him in glory; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be praise and honour, glory and might, 
now and in all eternity. 

All Amen.       (or) 
 

Almighty God, by triumphing over the powers of darkness 
Christ has prepared a place for us in the new Jerusalem: 
may we, who have this day given thanks for his resurrection, 
praise him in the eternal city of which he is the light; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen.    4   (or) 



 
Visit this place, O Lord, we pray, and drive far from it the snares 
of the enemy;  may your holy angels dwell with us and guard us 
in peace, and may your blessing be always upon us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen.     
 

THE CONCLUSION 
 

 In peace we will lie down and sleep;  
All for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 
 

 Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 
All for the night is at hand and the day is now past. 
 

 As the night watch looks for the morning, 
All so do we look for you, O Christ. 
 

[ Come with the dawning of the day 
All and make yourself known in the breaking of the bread. ] 
 

 May the risen Lord Jesus bless us. 
May he watch over us and renew us 
as he renews the whole of creation. 
May our hearts and lives echo his love. 

All Amen. 
 

RETIRING COLLECTION 
A collection plate for your offerings as you leave has been left on the 
Welcome Desk by the north door / porch.  
 
ONLINE: Please use the donate button and if you can, don’t forget to 
tick the Gift-Aid box. 
 
Thank you for your generosity and support of St Mary’s Church, Thorpe. 
We hope you can join us again soon for regular worship. 
 

 
It is traditional to leave Compline in silence. 

 

 

PLEASE PLACE THIS SERVICE SHEET 
IN THE RECYCLING BIN ON YOUR WAY 

OUT OF CHURCH. THANK YOU. 
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