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WHY ARE RELATIONSHIPS SO IMPORTANT? 
 
Christian vocation 
In the Gospels Jesus calls people to follow him and to forms of service, helping others and 
working within our relationships for the building up of his kingdom. Christians believe the 
risen Christ calls people to service today! The word ‘vocation’ means a call and that can 
take many different forms. All Christians try to live out their faith in their workplace and 
daily lives. But some Christians fulfil their vocation and earn their living mainly through 
their daily work. Some Christians earn their living through their daily work to support their 
calling to ministry in other ways (as St Paul made tents to support himself – see Acts 
18.3). Discovering your vocation at different periods of your life is an important part of 
being a disciple. We do this in the context of the situation we are already a part of and 
seek to take others with us on that journey, serving the Lord and others.  
 
You and yours 
The relationships in our lives bring us the deepest joy. They can also bring us the deepest 
pain we will ever know. These joys and pains come through being a friend, a wife, a 
husband, a partner, a child or a parent. As Christ begins to change our lives and as we 
learn more about living His way, so our relationships should begin to change as well. At 
the heart of Christian relationships is our understanding of what love is and how to forgive.  
 
We can mean different things when we use the word love. The Christian model for love in 
all our relationships is Jesus and his teaching. Paul, in his letters sums up the new 
understanding of love he has come to in Jesus in his famous chapter in his first letter to 
the Christian church in Corinth: 
‘Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but 
rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.’ (1 Corinthians 13. 4-8) 
 
Different Relationships 
God loves all things He has made and that includes you! Christians believe that everyone 
is inherently good and that is always a good place to start when thinking about 
relationships. Within society today there are a myriad of different types of relationships and 
families, and this can seem confusing. The Bible offers a similar mix of examples, blessed 
by God. These mirror the covenant nature of God’s love for us, revealed through the bible 
and fulfilled in the life of Jesus Christ who recognised that not all relationships take the 
form of marriage.  
 
Inclusivity at St Mary’s Church, Thorpe 
We recognise that not all Christians take a progressive view of relationships, but we do 
because we see that God loves us and desires us to find deep happiness in the various 
friendships we hold, including the love of another person to form a committed and faithful 
relationship. The Church of England is committed to working with and supporting the 
diversity of relationships in every community and at a national level. We believe the family 
is an important part of God’s plan for a healthy society. 
 
Just about every social policy issue has an impact on families. It’s part of our witness to 
Christ, to keep that impact in focus. Christians more widely, and therefore the Church of 
England, has its own positions and its own debates and differences about what’s OK in 
love and family life. Here at St Mary’s our primary concern is to support all families, the 
best way we can. We will also offer services of blessing for couples where one party has 
been married before, if we are unable to offer a Marriage after Divorce.  



Sexual orientation and relationships 
The call of the Gospel demands that we all listen, speak and act with integrity, self-
discipline and grace, acknowledging that as yet our knowledge and understanding are 
partial. The Bishops in the Church of England recognise that there is a range of reactions 
to the introduction of same sex marriage and mirroring wider society, they are not all in 
agreement about every aspect of the Church's response. This remains aa matter of 
disagreement at the Lambeth Conference held in August 2022, as well as at every level of 
church life. However, they have re-affirmed their view of the Christian understanding and 
doctrine of marriage as a lifelong union between one man and one woman, which remains 
unchanged, even though it is recognised that many men and women seek to live faithful 
Christian lives, in same sex relationships. Further study is underway, as General Synod 
(the decision-making body within the Church) continues to reflect, pray and discern God’s 
will for the future. Part of this work is known as Living in Love and Faith, LLF.  
 
Although we are not permitted to offer formal services of Marriage or Blessing between 
couples of the same sex, at St Mary’s we will pray with LGBTI couples and do welcome all 
into the life and worship of our church family and will do all we can to walk with people in 
their relationships because we believe Jesus loves and redeems us all, equally. Thorpe 
PCC is committed to inclusivity, and there is always a warm welcome for all at St Mary’s. 
We are committed to be a place where all feel safe, welcomed and loved as the people 
they are, all made in God’s image, and we repent for the times the church has failed in its 
diversity. As we look to support the LGBTQI+ community in our parish, we will do all we 
can as a church community to foster a wider debate within the Church of England as we 
seek the fully inclusive love of Jesus to be made known for all. Part of this mission is to 
learn how to disagree well with others, who share our faith.  
 
Building good relationships 
Some things build good relationships between people, whether in friendship, marriage or 
parent–child relationships. These include: 

❖ quality time spent together.  
❖ listening to each other. 
❖ sharing yourself. 
❖ allowing other people to be themselves. 
❖ appreciating each other (and using words to do it) 
❖ Careful listening and respect 

 
But if we are not careful, barriers can form between people for many different reasons. 
Obvious examples can include: 

❖ Pride 
❖ Unforgiveness 
❖ Fear 
❖ Jealousy 

Many people come to Christ bearing wounds 
from relationships that have gone badly wrong. 
Sometimes, even after you become a Christian, 
you will sustain serious hurt through 
relationships. Jesus longs to heal these inner 
hurts from the past and to set them right. Often, 
as part of our Christian growth and development, 
God will allow hurts from the past to come to the 
surface again so that they can be healed. This 
process is sometimes known as inner healing.  
 
At the core of this healing is receiving forgiveness yourself for the wrong you have done 
and forgiving others who have wronged or hurt you very deeply – even if they don’t 

Our courteous Lord does not want his 
servants to despair even if they fall 

frequently and grievously. Our falling 
does not stop his loving. Peace and love 
are always at work in us, but we are not 
always in peace and love. But he wants 

us this way to realise that he is the 
foundation of the whole of our life in love 

and furthermore he is our eternal 
protector and mighty defender. 

 
Julian of Norwich,  

Revelations of Divine Love, chapter 39 
 



recognise the pain they have caused. When you forgive someone, you are releasing all 
the pain and bitterness and anger you have carried for years against that person. You are 
not saying, ‘What so and so did does not matter’, and you are not saying, ‘What so and so 
did was right’. You are saying, ‘What so and so did to me was wrong and hurt me very 
deeply. But in Jesus’ name I forgive them anyway,’ letting go of that which holds you back 
from being you and happy.   
 
Forgiveness brings healing and wholeness 
To forgive is like cleansing a wound – all the infection goes, and, over the weeks and 
months, the wound is then able to heal instead of remaining open and festering. The 
healed failure, the forgiven sin, become the place where Christ’s power rests upon us like 
a tent pitched over our weakness (2 Corinthians 12.9). The thickened scar tissue is 
stronger than the original, undamaged flesh. Though healed, the soul’s wounds are still 
seen by God, not as wounds but as honourable scars. Being able to forgive others is one 
thing. Recognising that Jesus longs to forgive us and we therefore need to forgive 
ourselves also is often challenging but none the less important.  
 
Growing closer to God 
Growing as a Christian is about coming to love God more and coming to realise more and 
more deeply how much God loves you. Just pause to reflect for a moment: 

❖ Are there any people you realize you need to forgive? 
❖ How will you go about that? 
❖ How easy do you find it to believe that God loves you? 

Part of our growing closer to God is our commitment to regular worship, and offering our 
skills, abilities and time to help the local church to go about the day-to-day tasks that keep 
us ministering and loving.  
 
Everyday Faith 
Everyday Faith is about where and how we encounter God as we go about our lives. 
Where is God during our daily lives? How do we find God in the fullness of everyday life?  
 
Faith is connecting with the God who holds all things together – being in relationship with 
God. So, faith is found in our joys and cares, in our challenges and conflicts as we lean 
into God’s presence and guidance. Faith informs our thinking and our actions as we 
discern how God might be using us in his work. Faith is an ongoing encounter with God. 
Faith is our everyday existence with the God who holds all things together.  
 

“He [Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or powers – all things have been created through him and for him. 

He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” 
(Colossians 1: 16-17) 

 
Your calling – Vocation - What is God calling you to? 
No matter who or where you are, God is calling you. Jesus called his first disciples with the 
words, 'Follow me' - and he offers the same invitation today. God calls all people into 
relationship and invites us to centre our lives on Christ. He calls each of us to use our gifts 
and talents in Christlike ways in the world around us. 
 
God calls us as a people, and God calls each one of us. Within the common calling of 
God's people, every person has a unique calling or a vocation. In responding to God's call 
and finding our place among God's people, we accept commitments that shape our identity 
and the roles we fulfil. Vocation is simply another word for the life-shaping commitment 
God is calling you to.  
 



This calling emerges through a prayerful relationship with God and in conversation with 
other Christians. An understanding of vocation is informed by experience and develops 
alongside others who encourage us and share in our discernment. 
 
We have come to understand Christian vocation in three areas: 
 

❖ Social vocations - our place within the workplace and the community and how we 
contribute to the common good. 

 
❖ Relational vocations - our calling in relationship to God and other people such as 

family, friends and neighbours. 
 

❖ Ministerial vocations - our calling to serve and build up the church community and 
equip it for mission.  

 
One person may inhabit any or all of these callings at the same time and these may 
change over time. Our vocation is absolutely relational, because it is about God’s call upon 
our hearts and lives and that has an impact upon everyone around us too. Positive and 
active Christians are compelling people – your relationships with others and with God 
really matter.  
 
Discerning vocation starts with prayer. Pray that God would reveal how he is calling you. 
There are many prayer resources that help to guide the beginnings of a discernment 
process – do ask! Some people find fixed patterns of prayer useful, such as the Daily 
Prayer App. It might be an idea to keep a diary of any thoughts you notice as you are 
praying.  
 
Relationships here matter too! Discerning your calling can’t often be done alone. Try to 
find someone to talk to about what God might be calling you to - this might be a trusted 
friend, relative or one of our Ministry Team. It might help to chat with a Christian you know 
in a similar working role, or with the same interests in community activities or wider 
societal issues. Explore their sense of calling to this role and in wider life. You can also 
read stories about calling here. If you think that God might be calling you to a formal 
ministerial vocation (lay or ordained) contact the Vicar who will put you in touch with the 
wider Diocesan Vocations team.  
 
Some people also find conversations with a Spiritual Director useful. The Diocese of 
Guildford have a list of people who provide this support, or you could book some time at a 
Christian retreat centre such as Saint Columba's House, Woking. 

 
Growing Faith 
Relationships across the age range of society really matters. The Growing Faith Adventure 
is a call for the renewal of hearts and minds so that it becomes second nature to include 
and value children, young people and households in every aspect of church life for the 
lifelong formation of faith in the whole of life. Growing Faith promotes a partnership 
between the three communities of church, school and household to enable the discovery, 
exploration and growth for all in those communities. The question Growing Faith asks of 
our worshipping community is whether our doing has helped us become the whole people 
of God? As Christians we are called to relationships which transcend all ages, 
backgrounds and dynamics, because in Jesus Christ we are one body and one faith. Who 
could you encourage to discover their relationship with the Trinity of Love? 
 
Relationships really matter – to the Trinity of Love, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, within and 

beyond St Mary’s Church Thorpe, and at home in every aspect of Christian living. 
 


