
Meet Eco Church St Mary’s! 
 We are pleased to announce that St Mary’s is now a  

                     Silver Eco Church! 

…but what does that mean? Eco Church is run by Christian 

environmental charity A Rocha and is a programme 

accrediting churches of all denominations for their eco-

friendly expressions. It takes a holistic approach to 

Christian Environmental Stewardship, way beyond “Zero 

Carb”, based on Psalm 24:1 “The earth is the Lord’s, and 

everything in it, the world, and all who live in it” and built around five categories: 

Worship/Teaching, Buildings, Land, Community/Global Engagement and Lifestyle. To 

achieve an award, the required level must be reached across all five sections. 

At St Mary’s we have worked on our environmental profile for many years and were 

therefore granted a Bronze Award immediately on joining Eco Church after the summer 

holidays last year. Since then we have made our churchyard more wildlife friendly with the 

addition of a hedgehog house and a bug hotel and with plans for mapping it and improving 

our maintenance regime and plantings. We have upgraded our recycle facilities and taken 

part in a number of national/worldwide actions such as Bells for Climate, The Big Plastic 

Count, Tearfund’s Renew Our World programme and the Creation Care household survey 

which is ongoing and can be accessed here by anyone wanting to see how environmentally 

friendly their household is. The site is secure and the survey private. If you live in Thorpe or 

have a connection to St Mary’s you are welcome to link yourself to “St Mary’s Church 

Thorpe” in the drop-down menu on the dashboard page.  

More improvements and activities are in the pipeline on our journey towards becoming a 

Gold Eco Church. If you would like to hear more about what we’ve done and what we are 

planning, or if you want to get involved, why not VISIT OUR ECO STALL IN THE CHURCHYARD 

DURING THE JUBILEE FETE ON 3RD JUNE where you can talk to our Eco Team, sponsor a tree, 

name our hedgehog mascot and sign up for St Mary’s Eco Monthly or register your interest 

in a local Eco Group. 

We also hope you will BE PART OF OUR JUNE CHALLENGE for which we will join the Wildlife 

Trusts in their “30 Days Wild” programme. This promises to be great fun, getting you out 

and about and appreciating God’s Creation – you can sign up here.  

Also coming up in June will be the first issue of our very own topical publication  

“St Mary’s Eco Monthly” – not a newsletter but rather a selection of relevant information, 

tips & tricks, ideas and monthly challenges. You can sign up to this via our Parish Office on 

stmaryschurchthorpe@outlook.com.  

 

https://creationcare.org.uk/
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/30dayswild
mailto:stmaryschurchthorpe@outlook.com
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/

