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St Mary’s Church, Thorpe 
 

Holocaust Memorial Day – 27th January 2022 – A liturgy of Remembrance – 11am 
 
Preparation 
 
O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Let your ways be known upon earth, 
your saving power among the nations. 
 
Opening words  
God of mercy, on this day we come into your presence in darkness and in light aware of 
what has happened in days past, in darkness and in light conscious of what people 
experience today in darkness and in light trusting that you will guide your world in every day 
to come in darkness and in light.  
 
While The Vicar of Thorpe reads these words from Lamentations, The Mayor of Runnymede 
lights the candle of Memorial.   
 
Lamentations 1.12, 16a,b; 3.19, 21-26, 31-33 
 
1 Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? ♦ 
 Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow, 
 
2 Which was brought upon me, ♦ 
 which the Lord inflicted 
 on the day of his fierce anger. 
 
3 For these things I weep; 
 my eyes flow with tears; ♦ 
 for a comforter is far from me, 
 one to revive my courage. 
 
4 Remember my affliction and my bitterness, ♦ 
 the wormwood and the gall! 
 
5 But this I call to mind, ♦ 
 and therefore I have hope: 
 
6 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, ♦ 
 his mercies never come to an end; 
 
7 They are new every morning; ♦ 
 great is your faithfulness. 
 
8 ‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, ♦ 
 ‘therefore I will hope in him.’ 
 
9 The Lord is good to those who wait for him, ♦ 
 to the soul that seeks him. 
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10 It is good that we should wait quietly ♦ 
 for the salvation of the Lord. 
 
11 For the Lord will not reject for ever; ♦ 
 though he causes grief, he will have compassion, 
 
12 According to the abundance of his steadfast love; ♦ 
 for he does not willingly afflict or grieve anyone. 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 
Prayer of confession  
Gracious God, we call to mind other days, days of action and inaction, days of injury and 
loss. We are conscious of the darkest days and years, when so many lives were cut short 
by hatred; suffering which continues today.  
 
We recognise the ways we have faltered in faith, thinking less of others because they look 
different, sound different, feel in ways we will not imagine.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, we confess we have failed you as did your first disciples. 
We ask for your mercy and your help. 
 
When we take our ease rather than watch with you: 
Lord, forgive us. 
Christ have mercy. 
 
When we bestow a kiss of peace yet nurse enmity in our hearts: 
Lord, forgive us. 
Christ have mercy. 
 
When we strike at those who hurt us rather than stretch out our hands to bless: 
Lord, forgive us. 
Christ have mercy. 
 
When we deny that we know you for fear of the world and its scorn: 
Lord, forgive us. 
Christ have mercy. 
 
May God who is rich in mercy, forgive us today and inspire us to live fully in every day to 
come, in friendship and solidarity with all people and the whole of creation. Amen. 
 
Prayer for Holocaust Memorial Day: ‘One Day.’ 
Let us pray. A short time of silence is kept 
 
Eternal God, you hold the whole world, past and present in your hands.  
We come before you today, to remember the victims of the Holocaust.  
We lament the loss of the six million Jews who were killed in the Holocaust, the millions of 
other victims of Nazi persecution, and other genocides across the years. May our minds be 
clear and attentive to their memory and our hearts be moved to bear witness to their lives. 
Today, help us to remember and recognise the sanctity of each human life, that all people 
are made in Your image. One day, we pray that genocide and hatred will be no more, and 
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that love will triumph over evil. That all may live in the full inclusivity of your love. This we 
ask in your holy and wonderful name. Amen. 
 
PSALM 129 

 
Give me justice, O Lord my God, according to your righteousness. 

 
1 The heavens are telling the glory of God  ♦ 

and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
 
2     One day pours out its song to another  ♦ 

and one night unfolds knowledge to another. 
 
3     They have neither speech nor language  ♦ 

and their voices are not heard, 
 
4     Yet their sound has gone out into all lands  ♦ 

and their words to the ends of the world. 
 
5     In them has he set a tabernacle for the sun,  ♦ 

that comes forth as a bridegroom out of his chamber 
and rejoices as a champion to run his course. 

 
6     It goes forth from the end of the heavens 

and runs to the very end again,  ♦ 
and there is nothing hidden from its heat.  
 

7     The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;  ♦ 
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 

 
8 The statutes of the Lord are right and rejoice the heart;  ♦ 

the commandment of the Lord is pure and gives light to the eyes. 
 
9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever;  ♦ 

the judgements of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,  ♦ 

sweeter also than honey, dripping from the honeycomb. 
 
11 By them also is your servant taught  ♦ 
   and in keeping them there is great reward.  
 
12   Who can tell how often they offend  ♦ 

O cleanse me from my secret faults! 
 
13   Keep your servant also from presumptuous sins lest they get dominion over me;  ♦ 

so shall I be undefiled, and innocent of great offence. 
 
14   Let the words of my mouth and the meditation  

of my heart be acceptable in your sight,  ♦ 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
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Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
Give me justice, O Lord my God, according to your righteousness. 

 
Christ, the sun of righteousness, rise in our hearts this day, 
enfold us in the brightness of your love 
and bear us at the last to heaven’s horizon; 
for your love’s sake. 

All Amen.  
 
Gospel Reading      Luke 4:14-21  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.  
 
Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 
through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised 
by everyone. When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of 
the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was 
written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” And he rolled 
up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue 
were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing.” This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Prayers of Intercession  
We remember this day all those who have suffered and been murdered as a result of 
genocide, hatred and abuse. May we honour their pain, hold them in our hearts and take 
action for a better future so that one day there will be no more genocide, no more war, no 
more hatred and division among us.  
 
May the words of our mouth and the desires of our hearts  
find favour in your sight O Lord  
 
We remember, this day, our Christian community. May we be enriched by its diversity, 
united in its faith, pained by its failures, supported by its strengths as we struggle to be 
faithful to our mission to witness to a life of love, mercy, hope and service in our world 
today.  
 
May the words of our mouth and the desires of our hearts  
find favour in your sight O Lord  
 
We recognise and rejoice in our common humanity that unites us with our brothers and 
sisters past, present and to come. May we be ever mindful of the precious gift of life and be 
aware of the great dignity of our vocation to be life givers, helping the human family further 
in its journey into fullness of life in Christ.  
 
May the words of our mouth and the desires of our hearts  
find favour in your sight O Lord  
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We recognise and rejoice in this earth that gives us life and sustenance. We acknowledge 
our interconnectedness with all living things and our dependence on the natural world 
around us. May we appreciate the mystery of life and learn to treat the earth on which we 
walk with reverence and respect.  
 
May the words of our mouth and the desires of our hearts  
find favour in your sight O Lord. 
 
Let us for a moment, feel the suffering and pain that we humans have and still inflict on one 
another, the abuse and disrespect that we have for the natural world. Let us feel too the 
goodness and energy of all those who are working for its healing and the overcoming of 
divisions between people.  
 
May the words of our mouth and the desires of our hearts  
find favour in your sight O Lord. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Standing at the foot of the cross, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
As we go from this house of prayer into a world of challenge and change, we remember the 
pain of the past, the holocaust. As we obey God’s commandments and follow Christ’s way, 
we recognise life’s need for God’s love which is inclusive of all. As we seek the truth and 
glimpse God in all people and all places, we go, to make the world a home for everyone.  
 
The Conclusion 
 
May we go in peace, holding the memory of others in our hearts, firm in the knowledge of 
the grace, hope and love of God, for all.  
Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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