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Maranatha, Outdoor Carol Service 2020  
(repeats every hour between 3-7pm) 

 

MASTER COPY SERVICE TEXT, CAROLS & READINGS (Full Script) 
 

Introduction 
On behalf of St Mary’s Church community, welcome to our Maranatha, outdoor carol service. This will 
repeat four times every hour in the evening from 3pm. You can download the full service sheet from St 
Mary’s Church website at www.stmaryschurchthorpe.co.uk and please remember to help keep everyone 
safe: keep at least two meters apart from other people or households when taking part and viewing the 
Nativity and Lights. We hope you enjoy this festival of carols and prayers and visit us in St Mary’s Church 
soon. A very merry Christmas and a happy, peaceful and healthy New Year to you and yours.  
 

Reading: Isaiah 9: 2, 6.  The prophet foretells Christ’s birth and kingdom. 
A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness on 
them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,   Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Thanks be to God.  
 

Prayer 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the armour of light. At this 
time of great challenge when darkness is all around us, help us to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, who 
came to us in great humility; that we may live in his light and hope. Amen.  
 

Reading: John 1: 1-5 John the Evangelist introduces Jesus as the light of the world. 
A reading from the Gospel according to John. 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. Thanks be to God. 
 

Carol (Noel – Christmas at Kings College, Cambridge – 6 verses – 5:32min) 
Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her Baby in a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little Child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable, and His cradle was a stall; 
With the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 

And through all His wondrous childhood He would honour and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden, in whose gentle arms He lay: 
Christian children all must be mild, obedient, good as He. 
 
For he is our childhood's pattern; day by day, like us He grew; 
He was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles like us He knew; 
And He feeleth for our sadness, and He shareth in our gladness. 
 

And our eyes at last shall see Him, through His own redeeming love; 
For that Child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above, 
And He leads His children on to the place where He is gone. 
 

Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 
We shall see Him; but in heaven, set at God's right hand on high; 
Where like stars His children crowned all in white shall wait around.  C F Alexander (1818-95) 
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Reading: Isaiah 35: 1-4  The prophet foretells new life and hope 
A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall 
blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty 
of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak 
hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Carol (Favourite Hymns for all seasons – St Paul’s Cathedral Choir – 5 verses – 4:05min) 
O come, O come, Emmanuel! Redeem thy captive Israel 
That into exile drear is gone, far from the face of God's dear Son. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, thou Branch of Jesse! Draw the quarry from the lion's claw; 
From the dread caverns of the grave, from nether hell, thy people save. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright! Pour on our souls thy healing light; 
Dispel the long night's lingering gloom, and pierce the shadows of the tomb. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O Come, thou Lord of David’s Key! The royal door fling wide and free; 
Safeguard for us the heavenward road, and bar the way to death's abode. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, O come, Adonai, who in thy glorious majesty 
From that high mountain clothed in awe, gavest thy folk the elder Law. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  

Cologne 1710, based on the ancient Advent Antiphons. Tr. T. A. Lacey (1853-1931)  
 

Reading Micah 5: 2-4 The prophet Micah reveals Christ’s birthplace. 
A reading from the prophecy of Micah. 
You O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore, he shall give them up 
until the time when she who is in labour has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the 
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he 
shall be great to the ends of the earth. Thanks be to God.  
 

Carol (Advent Procession with Carols from Kings – 4 verses – 4:37min) 
Lo! he comes with clouds descending, once for favoured sinners slain; 
Thousand, thousand saints attending swell the triumph of his train: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! God appears, on earth to reign. 
 

Every eye shall now behold him robed in dreadful majesty; 
Those who set at nought and sold him, pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
Deeply wailing. Deeply wailing. Deeply wailing. Shall the true Messiah see. 
 

Those dear tokens of his passion. Still his dazzling body bears, 
Cause of endless exultation, to his ransomed worshippers: 
With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture, 
Gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 

Yea, Amen! let all adore thee, high on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory: claim the kingdom for thine own: 
O come quickly! O come quickly! O come quickly! 
Alleluia! Come, Lord, come! 
 

Reading Jeremiah 23: 5-6 The prophet speaks of the coming of the king of righteousness.  
A reading from the prophecy of Jeremiah.  
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall 
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will 
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be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our 
righteousness.” Thanks be to God.  
 

Carol (Favourite Hymns for all seasons – St Paul’s Cathedral Choir – 3 verses – 3:50min) 
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon gentle mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, Shepherds quake, at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly host sing, “alleluia!” 
Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light.  
Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth.    
     G.B.Timms (1910-1997) based on J. Mohr (1792 – 1848). 
Prayer 
Loving God, as we celebrate the gift of the Christ-child, embrace the earth with your glory and be for us a 
living hope in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Carol (Noel – Christmas at Kings College, Cambridge – 4 verses – 3min) 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King, and Peace to all on earth. 
For Christ is born of Mary; And gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 
So, God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born to us today! 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.  Phillips Brooks (1835 – 93) 
 

Reading Luke 1: 26-38 The angel Gabriel reveals Mary’s role in God’s plan. 
A reading for the Gospel according to Luke. 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.” Then the angel departed from her. Thanks be to God.  
 

Prayer 
Loving God, as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, so we wait for his coming in glory; bring us through 
the birth pangs of this present age 
to see, with her, our great salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Carol (Classic FM – Carols from St Paul’s Cathedral Choir – 5 verses – 4:45min) 
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign. 
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 

Enough for Him, whom cherubim, worship night and day, 
A breastful of milk, and a mangerful of hay; 
Enough for Him, whom angels fall before, the ox and ass and camel which adore. 
 

Angels and archangels may have gathered there, cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
But His mother only, in her maiden bliss, worshipped the beloved with a kiss. 
 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give Him: give my heart. 
         Christina Rossetti (1830 – 94) 
Reading Luke 2:1-7 The birth of Jesus our Lord in Bethlehem. 
A reading for the Gospel according to Luke. 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for 
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. Thanks be to God.  
 

Carol (Christmas at Kings – 3 verses – 2min) 
Ding dong merrily on high, In heav'n the bells are ringing: 
Ding dong! verily the sky Is riv'n with angel singing. 
 

Glor - ia, Hosanna in excelsis! Glor - ia, Hosanna in excelsis! 
 

E'en so here below, below, let steeple bells be swungen, 
And "Io, io, io!" By priest and people sungen. 
 

Pray you, dutifully prime your matin chime, ye ringers; 
May you beautifully rime your evetime song, ye singers. G. R. Woodward (1848–1934) 
 

Reading Luke 2: 8-12 Angels reveal the birth of Jesus to the Shepherds. 
A reading for the Gospel according to Luke. 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” Thanks be to God. 
 

Carol (Essential Carols – 6 verses – 3:05min) 
While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground, 
the angel of the Lord came down and glory shone around. 
 

'Fear not,' said he - for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind - 
'Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind: 
 

'To you in David's town this day is born of David's line 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And this shall be the sign: 
 

'The heavenly babe you there shall find to human view displayed, 
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands and in a manger laid.' 
 

Thus spoke the seraph, and forthwith appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus addressed their joyful song: 
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'All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace; 
goodwill henceforth from highest heaven begin and never cease!' Nahum Tate (1652-1715) 
 
Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: accept 
our heartfelt praise as we come before you, as the people we are today in prayer and celebration. Amen. 
 

Carol (Noel – Christmas at Kings College, Cambridge – 3 verses – 4min) 
Hark the herald angels sing "Glory to the new born King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild God and sinners reconciled" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise Join the triumph of the skies 
With the angelic host proclaim: "Christ is born in Bethlehem" 
Hark! The herald angels sing "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

Christ by highest heav'n adored Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come Offspring of a Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see Hail the incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with man to dwell Jesus, our Emmanuel 
Hark! The herald angels sing "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings Ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth Born to give them second birth 
Hark! The herald angels sing "Glory to the newborn King!" Charles Wesley (1707-88) 
 

Reading Matthew 2.1b–2, 4-5a, 9-12 The Magi travel to find the Christ-child.  
A reading for the Gospel according to Matthew. 
Wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea.’” 
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer 
O God, who by the leading of a star manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: mercifully grant 
that we, who know you now by faith, may at last behold your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

Carol (Noel – Christmas at Kings College, Cambridge – 6 verses – 4:45min) 
The first Nowell the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields as they lay, keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
 

They looked up and saw a star shining in the east beyond them far, 
and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night.  
 

And by the light of that same star three wise men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went.  
 

This star drew nigh to the northwest, o'er Bethlehem it took its rest, 
and there it did both stop and stay right over the place where Jesus lay.  
 

Then entered in those wise men three full reverently upon their knee, 
and offered there in his presence their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.  
 

Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heavenly Lord; 
that hath made heaven and earth of nought, and with his blood mankind hath bought.  
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Reading John 1:14 God is made man, and dwells among us.   
A reading for the Gospel according to John. 
The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 
son, full of grace and truth. Thanks be to God.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Carol (Favourite Hymns for all seasons – St Paul’s Cathedral Choir – 4 verses – 3:50min) 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
God of God, Light of Light, lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
very God, begotten, not created: 
 
See how the shepherds summoned to his cradle, leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps: 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing all ye citizens of heaven above: 
“Glory to God in the highest:”  Latin 18th century – Tr F Oakeley 1802-80 
 
A Prayer of Blessing 
Christ, the Son of Righteousness, shine upon you, scatter the darkness from before your path, and make 
you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;  
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, rest upon you, and remain with 
you always. Amen. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Material is copyright, licenses held by Thorpe Parochial Church Council. Bible Texts: NRSV translation. Some 

Prayers: Common Worship 2000 & Times & Seasons 2006 & Festivals 2006 © Archbishop’s Council. CCLI: 1427605, 
PRS: 1568753, PPL: 1851738, MRL: 1427612, SL:38399, CVL: 121132. 

 

YOU ARE NOT PERMITTED TO RECORD THIS SERVICE OR REPRODUCE IT 
FOR USE ELSEWHERE – INCLUDING ON SOCIAL MEDIA. THORPE PCC.  

St Mary’s Church, Thorpe is a  
registered Charity 1176929 

 
Donations in aid of St Mary’s Church are most 

appreciated at this time of challenge for everyone. 
 

ONLINE AT: 
www.stmaryschurchthorpe.co.uk 

or 
www.facebook.com/StMarysChurchThorpe 

CLICK donate. 
 

There is also a cash donations box located by the 
nativity scene which is emptied daily. 

 
Thank you to everyone who, by their generosity, skill 

and time have made this outdoor celebration possible.  
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