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St Mary’s Church Thorpe - Statement of Significance (AV Upgrade 2021) 
 
Section 1: A brief history and description of the church building(s), contents, 
churchyard and setting. 
It is impossible to say exactly when St. Mary's Church was built, although portions of the 
building are of venerable antiquity. Evidence of a flourishing community, with no doubt a 
church or chapel to attend to its spiritual needs, can be found prior to 675 when five dwellings 
were known to have been given by King Frithuwold (The King of Surrey ruling under King 
Wulfhere of Mercia) to endow Chertsey Abbey, one of these being the chapel of Torp. 
Construction of the Norman Arch was started after the Norman Conquest of 1066, as Chertsey 
Abbey celebrated the rewards it had gained from supporting William the Conqueror. It is 
thought that Abbot Hugh in 1110 was part of the renewal of St Mary's building. Thorpe, or 
'Torp', meaning village in Old English is listed in the Domesday Book of 1086. 
 
St Mary’s was the church thought to have been visited on route to Runnymede for the sealing 
of the magna carta and in recognition of this, four news bells were added to the Tudor brick 
Tower in 2015 to commemorate Magna Carta 800. 
 
The walls of the Church are of mixed heritage and built of flints and rubble with clunch & 
sandstone dressings, the roof is tiled. In the 1990’s the church was underpinned and recorded, 
with a new stone floor laid to a remarkably high standard. Pews were replaced with wooden 
interlocking chairs and a central dais introduced with a nave altar, the high altar remaining as 
the chancel was then used as a separate worship space (which continues today). The font was 
relocated to the front north side of the chancel beside the dais. The pulpit was removed (and 
remains in storage in the Church Tower, although in a poor condition) and replaced with a 
brass lectern and a matching brass paschal candle stand introduced. The Church has 
seasonal material hangings and stations of the cross, and a high altar crib scene believed to 
be of the faith works period, all reflecting its long Anglo-Catholic heritage and tradition.  
 
Section 2: The significance of the church (including its contents and 
churchyard)  
 
i) Its special architectural and historical interest 
The Chancel 
The chancel has on either side a two-light and a single-light window with tracery. The single-
light windows are in two stages, each traceried. 
 
On the south side (right hand side) of the High Altar there are two graded stone sedilia (seats 
for the clergy) with ogee arches separated by a shaft with moulded capital and base. The 
piscina has a double basin with a modern imitation to the other side of the sedilia, but without a 
drain. Between the two windows in the south wall is a small ancient door (leading to the 
modern Rutherwyke Room and Parish Office). Round three sides of the chancel run a string 
course. All this work, though much lovingly restored, is of 14th century date and may well have 
been the work of John de Rutherwyke, Abbot of Chertsey, shortly before his death in 1347. 
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Of note is the dramatic East Window, designed and made by the renowned artist Laurence 
Lee, installed Christmas 1973. From a cluster of lily like blooms in the tracery the eye leads to 
the main subject, conceived as a mother figure, richly brown adorned with gold stars (The 
donor being of Orthodox Tradition). This is the Blessed Virgin Mary, bearing the Godchild. The 
outer lights depict the Annunciation (top left), the Pieta (top right), the Church, (base Left) 
recording the local foundation of the Abbey of Chertsey, a religious and pupil representing 
Thorpe Church of England School and the parish connection with education. At the very centre 
of the window is a monstrance representing the Eucharistic tradition of the Parish down the 
centuries. The arms on the left represent St Peter and the historic Catholic tradition of the 
parish. The arms on the right are those of the anonymous donor. 
 
Lady Chapel - The south transept  
Formerly known as the chapel of St Nicholas, 15th Century – although the exterior south 
facing wall of rubble and stone is thought to be older than the Norman Arch and from a 
previous chapel building on site, although significantly damaged by the introduction of a 
Victorian window. Internally, the small chapel, now dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
contains an altar and wall-mounted modern stone statue of the Blessed Virgin cradling the 
Christ child. (In the late 1980s/early 1990’s this was moved from the chancel to its present 
position in the re-dedicated ‘Lady Chapel’ following extensive re-ordering of the Church). 
 
Memorials and Brass 
The brass and stone memorials set into the floor here are of greatest interest: the brasses of 
Bonde and Denham: The Bonde consist of several separate brasses; the Bonde arms, John 
Bonde, his wife, their seven sons, seven daughters and an inscription of six lines in black 
letter; “Here resteth ye Bodie of John Bonde gentleman of the thage of 1xxix yeres sometyme 
one of the Clerk’ of the Honorable Household to our Sovereigne lord Kynge Henry ye viii who 
has issue betwixt him and Johan his wief vii Sonnes and vii daughters, viz. ,Thomas, Willya, 
Nycholas, James, Willya, Anthony and Anthony, Ann, Mabell, franceys, Elizabethe, Cicily, 
Barbara, and Averyn and depted this life ye xv daye of March, Anno. 1578” The portions of this 
brass are palimpsests. On the reverse of the male figure is part of a large brass representing 
an abbot or abbess holding a staff in their right hand with possibly the figure of a weeper, and 
part of a border. The reverse of the female figure formed part of a canopy with Flemish 
inscription. Evidence from these brasses point to a certain Richard de la Chapelle, alias 
Vische, who died on September 3rd, 1511, and who was a Canon, 1443, and Cantor, 1463, of 
the Collegiate Church of St. Donatious in Bruges. (His portrait, with the same coat of arms, by 
the painter Gerard David is in the National Gallery, London) 
 
The Denham brass has the arms and crest of Denham and another plate with six lines of black 
letter: “William Denham whose picture on ye wall, Ingraved in brasse you see, Under this 
stone slepinge in Christe, In reste and peace doth lye, Obiit ultimo die Augusti Anno Dni, 1583. 
Etatis suae 64.”   The Plate depicts William Denham with his wife, five sons and ten daughters; 
above are the arms of the Goldsmiths’ Company and the words “Yahweh” in Hebrew 
characters; to the right are the arms of Denham and to the left Denham impaling those of his 
wife; beneath are eight lines of doggerel verse. 
 
Pipe Organ 
St Mary’s contains a reasonable Lewis organ although this has been previously adapted and 
needs significant investment, having originally been in a small Victorian Chapel, to the left-
hand side of the Norman Arch (now known as the Benedict Chapel) and was hand pumped – a 
choir boy would have been lifted down into the organ to operate it. It was electrified and later 
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moved to its present location under the Tudor brick tower in the late 1960’s. The ornate dark 
oak rails that surround the organ were originally Communion rails, sited in front of the high 
altar. The organ blocks off the underneath Tower space and entrance to the west end and 
needs attention. (There is a possible future scheme to replace or refurbish the organ and 
mount it on a platform partially within and extending out from the Tower space into the nave to 
improve the acoustic and open-up the west end, increasing floor space).  
 
The Tudor Tower 
At the western end of the church is the historic 16th century red bricked embattled tower with 
round headed belfry windows. (The crenulations are thought to be a later edition). The double 
doors formed an original entrance to the Church. The top/crenulations of Tower were 
extensively re-pointed during 2018 at a cost of £40k following the generation donations of 
congregation, community, and several successful grant applications.  
 
Nave 
Original medieval paintwork can still be viewed faintly visible of sections of the original stone 
pillars. The central Norman Arch is of note.   
 
Roof 
The roof is tiled with hand-made clay tiles. 
The Tudor Brick Tower is one of the earliest such buildings. 
The side aisles were added in early Victorian times.  
 
External / Churchyard 
St Mary’s Gate linking to the next-door American School (former Convent) is formed from part 
of an original exit/doorway from the church building but is not individually listed. Most footpaths 
are laid Village Brick and in keeping with the Thorpe conservation area. All paintwork including 
gutters, metal memorials and lighting bollards are painted black, following Heritage England 
guidelines and in keeping with Thorpe Neighbourhood Plan. The church building is Grade 2* 
listed, although there have been questions around this with a suggestion it could be uprated to 
Grade 1 upon review.  
 
ii) Any significant features of artistic or archaeological interest 
 
In 1963 a Roman cinerary urn, dated to 120 -150 A.D. was discovered buried in the 
Churchyard, establishing that this site has been of religious significance for nearly 1900 years. 
This remains in storage at St Mary’s.  
 
Section 3: Assessment of the impact of the proposals on the significance 
defined in Section 2. 
 
There will be no impact upon any of the heritage aspects of this historic building by the 
proposed works. All installations will use existing routes and trunking. The major work is an 
upgrade to existing equipment and the installation of a new sound desk, and boxing across the 
front of the Nave under the existing black wooden beam to hide the new mechanised screen 
housing. 
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Statement of Needs 
 
Aim: To enhance the existing sound system and upgrade to digital with the aim of improving 
the reliability of live streaming and additional functionality to record of services. To add 
projection, reducing use of paper and printing.   
 
The proposals 
To upgrade the existing sound system to standard, installing a new sound desk with controls 
and live-streaming equipment. To install a new visual system to dove-tail into the upgraded 
sound system, with one permanent screen housing under the black beam above the Norman 
Arch with mechanised screen, with projector and an additional 4 locations with projection onto 
walls. To provide hard wiring to two external locations to improve the installation of the outdoor 
sound system for events, all linked back to the new sound desk.  
 
Justification 
Over the past year we have used our existing 30-year-old sound system beyond its capacity to 
live-stream from the historic building and this has not always been successful, trying to 
integrate digital equipment and mono sound. We presently have equipment sat in the middle of 
the nave which needs to be sited in a more appropriate location and the installation of a sound 
desk makes sense, providing a single location for all AV controls in an appropriate location 
with a lockable unit out of the way.  
 
During the pandemic it has been expensive producing disposable/recyclable service sheets, 
which is not sustainable in the longer term. The installation of the visual system will allow for a 
significantly reduced amount of printing. There is an important environmental cost to be 
considered which this AV scheme helps to address. The system would be powered by green 
electricity provided by Total Energy as Thorpe PCC is committed to reducing our carbon 
footprint. The proposed projectors will all use the latest LED technology reducing the 
consumption of electricity and the amount of maintenance required as LED lamps have a 
much longer life.   
 
In addition to live-streaming services our Church Development Plan included two ideas which 
can’t be realised without an upgrade to the sound system and new visual equipment:  
1. A monthly Film Club using the Nave of St Mary’s. 
2. Recording of sermons for the Internet. 
The proposed AV works will provide the equipment for both.   
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15 March 2021 
 
St Mary’s Church Thorpe – AV upgrade  
 
 
Following a vote by Thorpe PCC, held via Zoom on Monday 15th March 2021, the 
Churchwardens and I are applying for a faculty to complete work inside St Mary’s Medieval 
Church (Grade 2*) to enhance and upgrade the existing sound system with the addition of a 
new sound desk and installation of visual equipment / projectors with one retractable screen 
located at the Norman Arch in the Nave of St Mary’s east end, and four other projection 
locations onto existing walls.  
 
Following various meetings with different suppliers and quotations during 2019/2020 the PCC 
have considered different options and the proposed plans consider the limitations of the space 
and historic nature of the building. It is strongly believed we need a system that is ‘invisible’ 
when not in use, therefore the use of fixed screens was rejected by the PCC. It was also 
considered important to retain a full view of the High Altar from the Nave/congregation when 
the central screen is fully lowered, and the project design recognises this.  
 
A grant towards a major part of this cost has been submitted to the Culture Recovery Fund 
and we hope to have a decision on funding by the middle of April 2021. 
 
 
With kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
Revd. Damian Harrison-Miles, Vicar of Thorpe. 
On behalf of Thorpe PCC 
 
cc: Barry Huxley & Peter Gruncell, Churchwardens.  
 
PCC Minute – 15 March 2021: 
 
(inserted here) 
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