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21st December 2021 
 

Dear 
 
 
Season’s greetings from your Church! Christmas for many may well feel strange this year as 
another wave of Covid-19 sweeps the nation, indeed the wider world. So, I wanted to write to 
you before Christmas to share with you our plans at St Mary’s at this challenging time, and our 
hope for the future, because as people of faith we have so much to celebrate.  
 
First, your Churchwardens Barry, Peter, indeed the whole team are committed to keeping our 
church open, active, safe, and faithful. So, we have drawn together a brilliant team of deputy 
wardens, musicians and of course our clergy Jo and Gerard, to deliver the absolute best worship 
we can at this time, both inside St Mary’s and online via our Facebook page and website. If you 
have access to the internet, do go there to view our Christmas services, even if you can’t attend 
the Church physically. We do hope this will bring some comfort and if there is anything else we 
can do to support you at home at this time, please do ask. 
 
This festive season, the Church of England has adopted the theme of “At the heart of 
Christmas.” Here we have lit-up St Mary’s with stunning lights and our ever-popular outside 
Nativity scene in the Churchyard, and of course the Tower lights with bright shining star visible 
from all over Thorpe Village. We have been playing carols outside every evening since 17th 
December and families with children have been visiting to take part and enjoy the atmosphere. 
 
An essential priority at St Mary’s is the challenge of climate change we are seeking to address 
head-on, led by Petra Hudson. We gained our bronze Eco Church award back in November and 
hope by the end of January to be awarded silver. Gold is quite a way off, but we will try as we 
seek to reduce, if not eliminate our carbon footprint – leading by example. Thorpe Parochial 
Church Council are also working towards preparing a new vision document for the Parish. Any 
ideas you may have would be most welcome, as we set our priorities moving forward.  
 
Daily prayer this season has been around the theme of 
“Open the stable door” as we have reflected upon our  
call as Christians to pray daily, with Jesus at the heart of  
our lives – Christ our priority in all things.  
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Looking to 2022, we hope to enhance the digital technology in Church, build an outdoor ‘Cabin’ 
for refreshments and events in the Churchyard and start our Lego club for teenagers and young 
people. So, we already have exciting plans. Yet looking back over the past two years, I realise 
that we have begun to lose touch with some, and for that I am truly sorry. I am determined that 
we will do all we can in 2020 to get back on track, especially with visiting people at home. That 
is my intention and my prayer.  
 
Enclosed for you is the weekly newsletter from Sunday, the Lessons & carols & Midnight Mass 
Service booklets as well as Liturgy Sheet for Christmas & Epiphany Season, along with our 
calendar of prayer, all prepared and sent with our love. I would love to hear from you too, so do 
keep in touch. We may not have been able to see one another for some time, but I do keep you 
very much in my thoughts and prayers.  
 
May you, and all whom you love, have a very blessed, safe, and healthy Christmas 2021 and 
Happy New Year 2022, 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Father Damian Harrison-Miles. 
Vicar. 
 
Website: www.stmaryschurchthorpe.co.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StMarysChurchThorpe 
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