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Yoga, Pilates & Fitness Classes in Surrey & Online with Vernette          
 
Monday 
9.30am BYFLEET – Hatha Flow Yoga (moderate)  
12pm ONLINE - Mellow Yoga (Slow / gentle) 
7pm – WEYBRIDGE - Hatha Flow Yoga (moderate) 
Tuesday 
Tues 10am – ONLINE  - Circuit Fun Fitness class (fitness that’s fun, not scary!) 
 7pm – ONLINE - Hatha Flow Yoga (moderate) 
Wednesday 
 9.30am - THORPE - Core Flow Yoga (moderate-strong) 
12pm – ONLINE - Chair Yoga (Slow / Gentle) 
7pm – ONLINE - Yin Yoga (Restorative / gentle) 
Thursday 7pm – ONLINE - Zumba Dance Fitness (Dance like no one’s watching!) 
Friday 10am – ONLINE - Core Flow Yoga (moderate-strong) 
Saturday 12pm – ONLINE - Fusion Yogalates (Yoga & Pilates, gentle-moderate) 

 
 

 

 

 
 

• New to exercise? 
• Prefer online or in-person? 
• Need something gentle or prefer 

something a bit more dynamic? 
• Want to build strength or help with 

mobility & flexibility? 
• Need more of a therapeutic 

approach? 
 

• A wide variety of classes & 
sessions, so you can hopefully find 
something right for you. 

• Highly qualified & insured yoga 
therapist with 20 years teaching 
experience 

• Specialising in tailored yoga therapy 
programmes for back care, post 
viral fatigue & menopause 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL FOR CLASSES    TEXT / VOICEMAIL  07906 337 594    
www.vernyoga.com    vernyoga@yahoo.co.uk 
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Applications!should!be!made!in!writing!to:!
The!Clerk!to!the!Trustees,!Thorpe!Parochial!Charities,!!
21!The!Gower,!Thorpe,!Egham,!Surrey!TW20!8UB!
!

stating!what!the!grant!is!needed!for,!your!age!and!the!educational!!!!
establishment!(to!be)!attended!

!

Thorpe Parochial Charities 
Giles Travers Educational Charity 

 
 

!

Can!we!help!
you?!

 

The Trustees of Thorpe 
Parochial Charities invite 
applications from young 
people for support with 

the cost of further      
education from the 

GilesTravers Educational 
Charity 

Small grants are available from 
the charity to assist students with 
the cost of books, equipment, 
travel expenses etc while in 
further education 

To qualify, applicants must be under 21 
years old and a resident within the 
ancient parish of Thorpe 

!

Part time Learning Support Assistant required. 
We are looking for someone with relevant experience in working with 

young children to support children with additional needs. 
Also 

Experienced Level 3 practitioner required. Part time considered. 
For further details please contact the nursery on 01932 569592 or by 

email!!
 

info@thorpenurserypreschool.co.uk!
!

 

!

To!advertise!or!submit!an!article!for!the!spring!edition!of!Thorpe!Together,!

which!is!due!for!distribution!in!early!March!2022,!please!contact:!

Margaret!Harnden!
!

01784D432992!or!mtharnden@aol.com!

!

!

!
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Thorpe Community Contacts 

 

Thorpe Ward Councillors 
Linda Gillham cllr.linda.gillham@runnymede.gov.uk 

01932 564834 
Margaret Harnden cllr.margaret.harnden@runnymede.gov.uk 

01784 432992 
Elaine Gill cllr.elaine.gill@runnymede.gov.uk 

01932 562441 
Thorpe Ward Residents’ Association 
Treasurer 
Ian Patenall 

twra@patenall.org.uk 

Circle Dancing    Thorpe Community Hall 7:30pm – usually 1st Tuesday of the month.  Phone/email for details 
Susi Thornton susi@thorntonclan.com 

01784 433480 
Five Pennies 
Joyce Williams joycehwilliams@me.com 

 
The Hythe Singers 
General Enquiries thehythesingers@hotmail.co.uk  

Box Office:   07544 789272 
St Mary’s Church 
Revd Damian 
Harrison-Miles 

stmaryschurchthorpe@outlook.com 
01932 565986 

Tea and Talk at Thorpe – over 50’s Club 
Sharon Young info@thorpevillagehall.org  

07973 710228 
Thorpe Players 
General Enquiries info@thorpeplayers.co.uk 
Box Office boxoffice@thorpeplayers.co.uk   07923 583295 

 
Art Classes – Art in The Village 
Kay Young 01784 452589 or email kvyoungarca@gmail.com 
Thorpe Pre-School 
01932 569592 info@thorpenurserypreschool.co.uk 

 

Thorpe Primary School 
01932 562329 admin@thorpe.surrey.sch.uk 
TASIS School  
01932 565252 headofschool@tasisengland.org 

 

Thorpe Village Hall 
Enquiries / Clubs info@thorpevillagehall.org /www.thorpevillagehall.org 
Bookings / Events bookings@thorpevillagehall.org / 07539 528654 
Thorpe Community Hall 
Joan Curran joan@thegower.plus.com  01932 561429 

Surrey County Councillors 
Jonathan Hulley !jonathan.hulley@surreycc.gov.uk 

 

Robert King 
 
 

Robert.King@surreycc.gov.uk 

Mark Nuti mark.nuti@surreycc.gov.uk 
 

!



 

 

 

  

Welcome                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

to our quarterly news update from St Mary’s Church in Thorpe 
Village.  We are known for our hospitality, and we look forward 
to you visiting us for covid-secure worship in Church, a tour of 
the Medieval building, prayer or your special occasion soon.  

St Mary’s Church, Thorpe – always a welcome for all. 
A Message from Father Damian Harrison-Miles, Vicar of Thorpe:                                                                 
I am writing this as preparations for the Advent & Christmas season move into full  
swing, mindful the COP26 conference that has just ended. As political, business,  
science and environmental leaders gathered in Glasgow there was hope that the  
challenge of climate change would be not just accepted but radical policies for change 
developed. In some areas perhaps this is true but there remains so much more to be achieved 
if we are to keep warming to 1.5c or less. Of course, this conference is amidst the ongoing 
pandemic which has shaken us all and seen some of the poorest in our world suffer the most, 
highlighting many existing injustices. Looking forward to Christmas, I am reminded that when 
God chose to come among us, and experience what it is to be mortal, to live, love, struggle, 
experience sickness, pain, bereavement and even death, I’m reminded that Jesus wasn’t born 
into luxury, rather poverty. He may have been visited by shepherds – the outcasts from the 
hills, and wise men, sages from the East bearing ominous gifts that represent royalty, prayer 
and death – but he was born into a family who were refugees, fleeing for their lives from vile 
King Herod and his murderous plans. The world that Jesus was born into was unstable and 
violent. He lived at a time of occupation by the brutal Romans and corruption amongst the 
political and religious establishment. Yet his message is one of peace, love, community, faith, 
hope, forgiveness, redemption – themes found in many of our popular Christmas Carols, 
poems and stories. At St Mary’s we have begun a process of reviewing all we are about and 
making changes to reduce our carbon and methane output and we hope, work towards a gold 
star accreditation with A ROCHA UK, who are monitoring our progress. We are already a 
Bronze Church and hope to be Silver by the end of January. For we Recognise  
those values of Jesus include caring for the world which is our home. Even our  
Christmas Lights are all LED and use only electricity from renewable Sources. If  
you would like to know more about Eco Church, do keep an eye on our website. 
Wishing you a very Happy Christmas 2021 and Peaceful 2022,  
your Vicar and friend, Revd Damian Harrison-Miles. 
  

 
WEBSITE: www.stmaryschurchthorpe.co.uk  
Fr Damian’s email: vicar@stmaryschurchthorpe.co.uk  
Parish Office Number: 01932 567603.  Vicarage Number: 01932 565986                                                                      
The church is open for visitors: Wednesday 9am – 2pm 
CHARITY NO: 1176929    Sunday 7:30am until 12noon 
Email: stmaryschurchthorpe@outlook.com   
St Mary’s Church Thorpe, Church Approach, Thorpe Village, TW20 8TQ 

winter / christmas 2021 

St Mary’s Church, Thorpe 
q n uarterly  ews 

 



 

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT ST MARY’S    
8am Said Holy Communion                                                                                                                           

10am Sung Parish Eucharist             

PACKS OF ACIVITIES FOR CHILDREN     
11am Coffee & Chat              

Refreshments in the Rutherwyke Room 

11:30am Family Service                  
(1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays monthly)                       

Always a Welcome for All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HYTHE SINGERS CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Saturday 4th December, 7:30pm – St Mary’s Church, Thorpe 

 

 WEDDINGS AT ST MARY’S CHURCH THORPE 2022 / 2023 
We are holding an evening of wedding planning on Monday 24th January  

at 7:30pm in the Rutherwyke Room. Car Parking at the Vicarage. 
All interested couples are welcome to come along to find out more! 

From St Mary’s Church Registers       September, October & November 2021                                          
Baptism: 10/10 Dakota Hughes. Weddings: 16/10 George Vasilev & Melissa 

Prickett, 22/10 Danny Marques & Stephanie Verity, 11 /12 Paul Hampstead & 
Charlotte Everton.  Funerals: 07/09 John Strangeways, 23/09 Christopher Rayment, 

27/09 Eileen Lighton, 29/09 Pat Parkhouse, 12/10 Joan Rolfe, 03/11 Peter Lane, 
16/11 Eileen Dorothy Rycroft & 17/11 Jillian Maughan. 

Noah’s Ark 
Toddler & Pre-school Age Group. 

We meet on Term Time Thursdays, 
9:30am in the Rutherwyke Room.  

Fun, games and songs for little ones 
with toast, tea and chat! Contact: 

01932 565986 
                                                  

EGHAM BAND CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Wednesday 15th December, 8pm 

Carols & contemporary music 

followed by mulled wine & mince pies. 

Thorpe PCC have 
committed to achieve a 

silver award with Eco 
Church as soon as 

possible and then work 
towards Gold. But we 
need your help! Get in 
touch with the Parish 

Office to be a part of our 
plan to make Thorpe 

carbon net zero and be 
part of the change today! 

The Rutherwyke Room (behind St Mary’s) is 
available for hire £16.50 per hr.  Bookings 
via stmaryschurchthorpe@outlook.com. 



 

 

Grand Prize Draw Tickets drawn 
Thursday 6th January, after 8pm 
at The Red Lion, Village Road. 

Sunday 19 December 
8am Holy Communion 
10am Sung Eucharist   11:30am Family Service 

6pm Traditional Lessons & Carols 
By candlelight with carols, anthems & prayers.  
Mulled wine & mince pies. 
 

Christmas Eve Friday 24 December 
3pm Crib Service (no 5pm service this year) 

11:30pm Midnight Mass 
 

Christmas Day 25 December 
10am Sung Festival Eucharist 
 

Boxing Day Sunday 26 December 
8am Holy Communion 
10am Sung Festival Eucharist 
 

Epiphany Thursday 6 January 
7pm Sung Festival Eucharist 
  
 

Thank you to our Christmas sponsors Boast & Sons, and Harrison’s Funeral Directors.  



 
 

 
 
It’s been fantastic to get back to welcoming people into our school.  We continue to work hard to keep 
everyone healthy and owe a massive thanks to our school staff and our families for their support during this 
difficult time.  
 
As always, our amazing children have proved how resilient they are and have embraced their learning this 
term. We have been so impressed with how much they have achieved both academically and through extra-
curricular activities.  Our amazing curriculum, together with enrichment days, brings learning to life.  Please 
have a look at our Twitter page to see some pictures of our school life, @thorpecofe  
 
We have introduced OPAL Play scheme (Outside Play and Learning)  to our break times and the children are 
loving the freedom this has brought to make camps, and create and play in; tyre area, small world, sandpit, 
mud kitchen, craft areas as well as our new trim trail and village area with tepees, weaving station and much 
more.  
Please visit our web site www.thorpe.surrey.sch.uk to see more about our wonderful village school. 
 
Mrs Helen Southgate 
Headteacher 
 

 

!

Our ‘Come and Sing’ Brahms Requiem on September 
4th was surprisingly well attended and proved to be an 
enjoyable time for all.  We had a whistle-stop rehearsal 
during the day, breaking for a quick lunch and a convivial 
break. After a 15 minute stop at 4 pm, we gave a 
performance of the Requiem for our own benefit but we did 
have a few people in the audience. Everyone who came was 
delighted with the opportunity to sing with others again. 

 

Our Winter concert is on 4 December at St Mary’s, Thorpe at 7.30pm, with a performance of 
Handel’s Messiah. There will be a small orchestra and professional soloists as well as our talented 
choir.  Hopefully you will have received this ‘Thorpe Together’ in time to buy your tickets (or even 
turn up at the door.) 
Do join us for Carols at the Red Lion, Thorpe on Monday, 13th December, not 15th as 
previously advertised, as we didn’t want to clash with the Egham Band Concert at St Mary’s 
on Wednesday 15th . 
 

We shall be singing at St. Mary's on December 19 as part of the Lessons and Carols Service. 
Again, you will be most welcome at St. Mary's. 
 

As many of you know, THS is a small, very sociable Chamber Choir, rehearsing locally. More 
members will be welcome. You can find more information about THS on our website 
– thehythesingers.com; and some recordings on You Tube.  
 

THS Committee  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Faith, Love and Excellence 

 
 

 
Is your child starting school in 2020? 

 
If so, come and visit our happy, inclusive village school, located in the heart of Thorpe.  

 Where everyone is committed to giving your child the best quality of education.  
 

You are warmly invited to one of our guided tours, held by appointment, on Thursday mornings at 9.30am. 
Come and visit us to see our school in action and meet the team. 

 
Our Vision 

Through Christ who strengthens us, everyone will flourish at our school with Faith, Love and Excellence 
 

! " 
Mrs Helen Southgate MA Headteacher 

The Bence, Rosemary Lane,  

Thorpe TW20 8QD 

e. admin@thorpe.surrey.sch.uk 

 t. 01932 562329  

www.thorpe.surrey.sch.uk 

 tw. @thorpecofe 

Ofsted 2019 

 

! !

! ! !
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Newsletter!of!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!THORPE!WARD!RESIDENTS’!ASSOCIATION!!

!
Website:"www.ThorpeWardResidents.org.uk"
"
Email:"Contact@ThorpeWardResidents.org.uk"
"
TWRA*on*Facebook:"https://www.facebook.com/thorpewardresidentsassociation/"
"
 
We send our seasonal best wishes to all residents of the ward and let’s hope 2022 will be a much better year 
for us all.  
 
We are back….! Following the change in government advice, the TWRA Committee meetings are now 
being held as hybrid meetings.  Our meetings are being physically held again on the second Monday of each 
month in the Rutherwyke Room behind St Mary’s Church, Thorpe. As before, we have a half-hour Open 
session for members to attend and ask questions. We also offer the opportunity to meet virtually, if this is 
your preference. Please contact us if you would like to participate at our Open session starting at 7.30pm on 
meeting days.  
 

Appeal for Secretary: We need help in the Secretary role. This involves taking the minutes at the monthly 
meetings, and ensuring the agenda for the meeting and Officer and Councillor reports are sent to Committee 
members. Please contact us if you would like to volunteer to support the Committee. Your help would be 
truly appreciated. 
 

News:  
•! TWRA%have%been%invited%to%participate%in%a%local%flood%conference%being%organised%by%our%local%

MP,%Dr%Ben%Spencer.%A%Committee%member%will%be%attending%and%continuing%to%push%on%issues%
surrounding%building%in%the%flood%plain%and%our%continuing%disquiet%on%the%inconsistent%
approach%to%applications%to%build%in%the%flood%plain.%

•! Your%association%has%also%been%invited%to%get%involved%in%helping%to%feed%into%the%update%of%the%
Local%Plan%that%RBC%are%currently%preparing.%A%representative%from%TWRA%now%regularly%meets%
on%the%Community%Planning%Panel.%The%Plan%update%includes%bringing%Ferry%Ave,%Thorpe%Green%
and%Laleham%Reach/Penton%Park%into%Thorpe’s%settlement%boundary.%%

•! We%have%also%recently%responded%on%the%boroughKwide%cycle%and%walking%network%proposals.%
We%have%written%to%Surrey%County%Council%suggesting%alternative%proposals,%including%the%
suggestion%of%a%“travel%corridor”%that%would%run%alongside%the%M25%between%Vicarage%Road%and%
Thorpe%Bypass.%%

•! The%association%understand%that%a%full%review%is%now%being%undertaken%of%the%Surrey%County%
Council%Minerals%Plan.%We%are%not%‘out%of%the%woods’%yet%and%still%express%concern%about%the%
level%of%HGV%traffic%likely%to%use%the%B388%Thorpe%Lea%Road/Thorpe%Bypass.%%

Membership renewal:  
 

We kindly remind our members to please set up a standing order with their bank to pay TWRA for the 
annual renewal fee. If you need more information, please visit our website, or email us at:  
 

Contact@ThorpeWardResidents.org.uk 
 
Take care and stay well.  
Nigel Robbins 
Vice Chairman, Thorpe Ward Residents’ Association 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
!

 

From your Thorpe Ward Councillors 
                     Elaine Gill, Linda Gillham and Margaret Harnden 
  

The!Christmas!season!is!now!upon!us!and!I!know!there!is!much!excitement!and!anticipation!that!

families!and!friends!can!get!together!this!year!and!celebrate!what!for!many!is!the!highlight!of!their!

year.!
!

I!have!attended!various!Remembrance!services!across!the!Borough!and!it!was!very!poignant!that!

this!year!people!could!come!together.!
!

My!project!for!a!Mayoral!Legacy!of!Trees!is!progressing!very!well!and!I!have!attended!a!number!of!

schools,!colleges!and!universities!where!saplings!have!been!donated!and!I!hope!to!travel!to!many!

more!if!possible.!!There!are!opportunities!for!tree!planting!across!the!Borough.!!Tree!planting!is!also!

one!of! the!main! initiatives! for! the!Queen’s!Platinum!Jubilee!celebrations.! !Please!do! look!at! the!

website!and!register!trees!being!planted!on!the!interactive!map!–!https://queensgreencanopy.org!
!

I!am!hopeful!that!in!my!Mayoral!role!I!will!be!able!to!attend!as!many!events!as!possible!during!the!

weeks!leading!up!to!Christmas!and!beyond.!

!

!

So, here we are.  I am writing this as we do the last few rehearsals for Blithe Spirit, but

you will be reading it after it has gone and become history.  We will have to assume it

was a success!  So, let us look forward, and hope that this Christmas will be

immeasurably better than 2020, and can include a bit of socialising.  The Players will

try for that, anyway.

Then, come 2022, we hope to “go on tour” to Virginia Water, and do a murder mystery

evening - A Recipe for Murder, where there is more at stake than just a soggy

bottom………  This will be on Saturday 22nd January 2022: for details of times and

tickets see www.vwca.org.uk or www.thorpeplayers.co.uk

Beyond that?  Well, let us see if we can plan another

play for Wednesday 18th to Saturday 21st May 2022.

Valerie Lane, Chairman

The picture?  Some very tired slippers at a rehearsal!

!

!

MILTON!PARK!FARM!and!WHITEHALL!FARM!D!

decision!again!postponed!
!

Surrey!County!Council’s!decision!on!whether!Hanson!can!quarry!Milton!Park!Farm!for!sand!and!

gravel!will!now!be!considered!on!23rd!February!2022,!along!with!the!Cemex!application!at!

Whitehall!Farm.!
________________________________________________________________________________________________________!

!



!
!

!

I! was! delighted! to! be! at! the! opening! of! the! “Windsor!

Illuminations”!and!am!sure!many!residents!and!their!extended!

families! will! visit! this! over! the! festive! period! open! until! 9th!

January.! A! truly! heartwarming! experience.! The! photo! here!

was!taken!by!Alan!Bostock!and!is!kindly!reproduced!with!his!

permission.!
!

!
!

I!also!attended!the!official!opening!of!our!newest!hotel!in!Runnymede,!Fairmont!Windsor!Park!and!

I!am!delighted!my!Spring!Charity!Ball!will!be!held!there!next!April.!
!

I!am!also!delighted!to!be!able!to!welcome!some!of!our!partners!from!our!Twin!Town!in!Germany!–!

Bergisch!Gladbach!including!their!Mayor,!Frank!Stein.!Dennis!Brown!from!Egham!Band!has!worked!

very!hard!to!organise!this!trip,!which!due!to!the!pandemic!has!been!postponed!a!few!times.!Hopefully!

the!visit!will!include!coming!to!Thorpe!Ward!and!seeing!St.!Mary’s!Church!with!its!beautiful!festive!

decorations,!and!also!TASIS.!
!

I!want!to!wish!all!of!you!a!very!Happy!Christmas!and!a!healthy!New!Year.!!Let!us!hope!and!pray!

that!2022!shows!light!at!the!end!of!the!tunnel!from!the!pandemic!and!people!can!resume!and!enjoy!

some!normality.!

!

Take!care!and!keep!safe.!

!Cllr!Elaine!Gill!–!Mayor!of!Runnymede!

!
 
News! has! recently! been! centred! around! both! COP26! and! the!many! lobbying! groups! who! are!

demanding!more!of!our!Government!to!improve!our!environment.!
!

The!Government!are!producing!a!new!Environment!Bill!and!are!focussed!on!where!houses!should!

be!built!through!the!Planning!bill.!This!is!all!part!of!a!bigger!picture!to!reduce!carbon!emissions.!

At! Runnymede!Council! we! are! also! looking! at! everything!we! do! or! have! responsibility! for! and!

seeking!ways! to!reduce!our!carbon!footprint.! !Developers!wishing! to!build!must!now!conform!to!

many!standards!of! insulation!and!renewable!energy.!All!new!properties!must!have!!EV!charging!

points.!
!

Properties! that!belong! to!RBC!are!part!of!a!programme! to! improve!boilers,!windows!and!doors,!

insulation!and!other!features.!Our!estate!of!public!buildings!such!as!the!Egham!Orbit,!Egham!Hythe!

Centre,!the!Civic!Offices!and!the!new!development!in!Egham!have!all!been!subject!to!the!same!

environmental!scrutiny.!
!

Many!of!us!are!working!with!Runnymede!and!SCC!to! improve!the! footpaths!and!cycleways!and!

make!sure!that!when!roads!are!upgraded!such!as!the!A320!from!Woking!then!suitable!cycle!paths!

are!included!to!encourage!more!of!us!to!get!on!our!bikes.!There!is!an!interactive!footpath!map!on!

the!SCC!website!with!more!information.!
!

Runnymede!Council!is!also!considering!the!importance!of!our!“green!and!blue!infrastructure”.!This!

is!the!green!open!areas!and!waterways!that!make!up!so!much!of!our!borough!and!we!are!especially!

proud!to!have!so!many!SSI’s!and!other!protected!areas!in!Thorpe.!Many!of!the!gravel!pits!are!vital!

to!overwintering!birds!and!the!Thorpe!Hay!Meadow!is!renowned.!However,!we!must!also!value!the!

green!open!spaces!of!the!Frank!Muir!Memorial!Field,!Thorpe!cemetery!and!St!Mary’s!churchyard,!

the!allotment!areas!and!Monks!Walk.!We!also!have!exciting!plans!for!a!new!park!off!Ten!Acre!Lane!

and! the! River! Thames! relief! scheme! will! bring! new! opportunities! for! biodiversity! and! leisure!

activities.!

Finally,!we!can!all!do!our!bit!by!planting!trees,!shrubs!and!flowering!plants!in!our!gardens!which!will!

help!our!pollinators!and!improve!air!quality.!
!

Cllr.!Elaine!Gill!is!promoting!this!message!with!her!exciting!Legacy!of!Trees.!

!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Cllr!Linda!Gillham!
 

 
 



 

From your Thorpe Ward Councillors - (cont.)    

 
 
 
 
!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!
!

!

 

Thorpe Parochial Charities  - The Giles Travers Charity (educational grants) 
 
So who was Giles Travers and why did he leave money to help young people further their education? 
We have to go back as far as 1709 when probate of his will was granted [1]. He had lived at Waltham Place 
since 1701. This house no longer exists but Coldharbour Close occupies the same site.  He was born in 
Brixham, Devon in 1622 and was apprenticed to a member of the Grocers (Livery) Company in London, 
presumably accounting for his interest in apprenticeships and wanted others to have a similar opportunity. 
Now the cost of becoming an apprentice was high, in the 19th century it was £20, way beyond the means of 
many a family.  For example, a general labourer in Oxfordshire in 1890 would earn about 12 shillings a week 
(£0.60) [2] 
 

His Will shows him to be wealthy. He left, for example, £50, a sapphire ring and a diamond ring to various 
members of the Perry family (who were at Manorhouse Farm), one of whom was his god daughter. He also 
showed concern for the poor, leaving £100 to the poor of Thorpe and the payment of an annual charge of £6 
every year to allow one or more of the poor children of Thorpe to be apprenticed. His nephew, Samuel Travers, 
who inherited Waltham Place had to pay this to the Churchwardens. If no payment was made the 
Churchwardens could seize the property. Perhaps this is why a copy of the Will was written into the Parish 
Register. A memorial tablet to Giles Travers is in the church in the north aisle.  
 

During the years 1755 to 1786 eight Thorpe children benefited. Just one example; in 1881 Alfred Taylor aged 
14 was to learn the skill of a carpenter from Edwin Skivington, carpenter and builder of Thorpe. The hours 
were (hold your breath) 6am to 5.30pm (except for meal breaks) and he was paid four shillings a week (£0.20) 
in the first of 5 years, rising to 11 shillings at the end. 
 

In January 1930 it was decided to ask the Charity Commissioners if the three Thorpe Charities could be 
combined under one umbrella heading. These were the Henry Smith (fuel), Giles Travers (apprenticeships) & 
William Reddington (bread, later groceries) charities. This went ahead, on 5 December 1930 the rent charge 
deed of the Giles Travers Charity was handed over to Thorpe Parochial Charities [3], but even in the 1930s 
there was a lack of candidates for apprenticeships. Therefore by 1932 alterations were made to allow the 
money to be spent on educational purposes and so it has continued. 
So for over 300 years Giles Travers Charity has supported education. If you need help for equipment, etc why 
not apply. You need to live in the ‘ancient parish of Thorpe’ and to write a letter to the Clerk to the charity 
saying why a grant would help you. For other qualifying conditions – see the advert on page 2 of this magazine. 
 
[1] PCC PROB 11/490/256 
[2] Labouring Life in the Victorian Countryside by Pamela Horn (1987) 
[3] Surrey Herald report 

                                                                                                                                              Jill Williams 
 

The relaxing of Covid restrictions has meant that I have been able to represent or accompany the Mayor at 
a number of community events including the re-opening of the Egham Band Hall, the Mayor of Surrey 
Heath’s fund raising event and at the Remembrance Service in St Mary’s Church, Thorpe and at the War 
Memorial in the village – which was very well attended by local residents. Elaine represented RBC at the 
Commonwealth Air Forces Memorial Remembrance Service at Englefield Green. 
 

Planning Enforcement is always a hot topic with residents,  and councillors recently received further training 
in this area to help understand the complex nature of the subject and its implementation. As a member of the 
Licensing committee I am invited to attend local ‘Pub Watch’ meetings which report on any anti-social 
behaviour experienced in the licensing trade. I have not heard of any current issues reported in Thorpe but 
RBC would like your views on its general Safety Strategy in the borough so please respond to the survey 
printed on the following page.   
 

As you will see, replies to the survey need to be returned by 17th December. The results of this survey will 
inform and influence the work that RBC Community Safety Partnership will undertake within 2022/2023, 
so please do make your views count. 
 

                                                                                                                                      Cllr. Margaret Harnden 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The Mayor, Cllr Elaine Gill with  
Fr Damian Harrison-Miles outside St 
Mary’s Church, Thorpe earlier  
this year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                  The Mayor planting trees recently at  
                  St George’s College, Weybridge as        
                  part of her Mayoral Legacy of Trees. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The$Runnymede$Community$Safety$Partnership$is$conducting$its$annual$review$of$
Runnymede's*Community*Safety*Strategy*consulting*on:*
 

%%%%%%%%%%%%K%Your%perceptions%of%crime%and%antisocial%behaviour%in%your%area!
!!!!!!!!!!!`!Your!feelings!towards!how!well!the!Community!Safety!Partnership!is!tackling!!!!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!crime!and!antisocial!behaviour!in!your!area.!
!

Complete!the!survey!here:!https://forms.office.com/r/4r1JCF3zek%by%17th*December!
!

!!

!!



 
 

 EGHAM-BY-RUNNYMEDE  
 HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 c/o Literary Institute, High Street,  
 Egham, Surrey, TW20 9EW 
 ebrhistsoc@gmail.com 
 Website: ebrhistsoc.wordpress.com 
 
As reported in the last edition of Thorpe Together, Egham-by-Runnymede Historical Society has 
returned to holding its lecture evenings on the last Thursday of the month in The United Church, 
Egham High Street, with the only change being that meetings now start at the slightly earlier time of 
7:30pm.  
 

The Society promotes interest in local and family history covering an area which includes Thorpe, 
Virginia Water, Egham, Egham Hythe and Englefield Green.  New members are always welcome. If 
you join now, the membership fee will be just £5.  For that you can attend the January and February 
lectures (details below) and the Society’s AGM in March.  You will also receive 3 monthly 
newsletters in colour, sent via email.  For hard copies, postage charges will apply. 
 

Visitors are most welcome at any lecture.  There is a £2 charge.  Refreshments available.  See the 
website ebrhistsoc.wordpress.com for a membership form and more information.  
!

27!January!

Egham!Museum:!Looking!Forward!! Amy!Stone!–!Egham!Museum!curator!
!

24!February!

Tales!of!London!Airport! ! ! Barry!Dix!
!

 
 

 

Join Eden Retirement Living for Carols by Candlelight at Eden Manor 
with Swan & Dyer on Wednesday 8th December 

 
 

 
Eden Retirement Living welcomes you to join us for ‘carols by candlelight’ at Eden Manor on the 8th of 
December and hear first-hand what’s been happening at our flagship later living development of 79 striking 
apartments for independent later living in the beautiful village of Thorpe. (Please see the invitation on the 
following page to be sure to book your place).  
 

For those who are curious, the concept of Eden Manor is to incorporate a variety of services that assist 
independent living for the over 55’s, creating  a thriving community for residents to enjoy, energising residents 
social lives and lifestyle while retaining the independence of having your own home in one of the spectacular 
one or two-bedroom apartments, penthouses, or duplex available to purchase on site. 
 

As well as the spectrum of choice from the beautiful 18th, 19th, and 20th century listed buildings being 
redeveloped on site, and the introduction of our own 21st Century state of the art building, the site will provide  
exceptional communal space and luxury ‘hotel-style’ services. These will include an open-plan club lounge, 
library, 24-hour concierge service, and a restaurant for fine dining. Residents can catch up with family and 
friends in the welcoming café, bar, or restaurants, relax in the beautiful, landscaped gardens and parkland or 
enjoy some of the external sporting facilities, a class in the exercise studio or dip in the pool. 
 

As well as access to the shop and participation for activities set up on site for local residents, an age exclusive 
‘Members Club’ for local residents will also be available to join with access to facilities and events.  
 

We will be opening the doors again early in the new year so our local community will be able to view the site 
so please sign up now and stay connected so we can keep you abreast of all that is going on. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

PARK NEWS 
 

We were very happy to once again host the 2 weeks of Runnymede Junior 
Citizens Scheme from Monday 8th to Friday 19th November at the resort! 
 
The Junior Citizens scheme is a true partnership effort coordinated by Runnymede 
Borough Council with the assistance of various other agencies and hosted at the 
Thorpe Park dome. It is an amazing opportunity for us to ‘give something back’ to our 
community by being able to host this very important and beneficial event once again 
in 2021, supporting the children and Runnymede Borough Council. 
 
The scheme is for all year six children in the Runnymede Borough (over 900 pupils from 
21 schools!) and they engage in 9 scenarios. These scenarios are designed to allow the 
children to face and experience situations they may face in the future, as they become 
more independent and move on to secondary school. The Junior Citizen Scheme 
encourages children to live a safe and healthy lifestyle and to be a good ‘Junior Citizen’, 
equipping them with the skills and knowledge to do so! 
 
Thanks as always to all the agencies supporting this in 2021 including, Surrey Police 
(x3), St John’s Ambulance, Network Rail & British Transport Police, RNLI, Surrey Fire & 
Rescue and UK Power Networks and Fearless. A great partnership effort by all! 
 

 

 
 

 
 


